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EASTER EGG HUNT
On Saturday, March 26th the Park Avenue Community Church celebrated their annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

Children of all ages were there to enjoy the beautiful weather and the sight of all those Easter eggs.
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Greetings!

Warmer weather is upon us which 
means increased outdoor activities 
for the entire family.  Our public works 
have been working throughout the 
town cleaning, mulching and planting 
at our various public buildings, parks 
and recreation centers.  As you prepare 
for the upcoming spring and summer 
seasons, please remember to maintain 
your grass and property in order, 
out of respect for your neighbors.  
Our code enforcement department 
will be monitoring properties 
throughout the municipality for any 
maintenance violations.  Should you 
have a neighboring property that 
may have been abandoned and/or is 
overgrown, please call or email our 
code enforcement department so that 
they may rectify the situation.  Well 
maintained properties improve your 
curb appeal and make for a pleasant 
neighborhood environment.

Once again, I am extremely pleased 
to inform you that we continue to 
maintain a nearly flat local tax rate levy 
in our 2016 municipal budget.  While 
the state law allows a 2% increase in 
the tax levy, we have only adjusted 
that levy by 0.004% which means the 
average home assessed at $131,000 
will only have a change in their local 
municipal tax of $4.96 for the year!  Our 
continued economic redevelopment 
and fiscal management policies have 
allowed us to maintain a very stable 
tax rate environment while expanding 
our tax base and spreading the costs 
over more tax payers instead of 
increasing the cost to our existing 
base of tax payers.  Our municipality’s 
Net Valuation increased for the third 
straight year another $3 million 
dollars as a result of our continued 
growth and financial stability of our 
housing and commercial properties.  
We are awaiting final numbers for the 
county and school tax levies for 2016 
and will provide a detailed tax levy 
summary in the next newsletter once 
their budgets have also been adopted. 

We have awarded the first phase of 
our sewer infrastructure rehabilitation 
and work will be commencing this 

spring/summer on five streets.  We 
will post the projected construction 
schedule on our website once 
approved by the borough.  We are 
currently out to bid on the second 
phase of our sewer program, which 
includes five additional streets, and 
hope to receive competitive bids 
and award the work in April.  We are 
also bidding four additional street 
reconstruction/paving projects that 
are slated for work this year.  Once all 
bids are awarded and construction 
schedules are finalized, we will post 
the schedule to our website.

We were successful in obtaining a 
county recreation grant that will be 
used to install a new mulch bed system 
at our Kennedy Boulevard playground.  
This newer product should last longer, 
provide better drainage and increase 
the “cushion” when tumbling or falling 
occurs.  We will be installing this 
new system in the spring as we know 
this playground gets a tremendous 
amount of use.

I am also happy to report that the 
Governing Body has approved a 
$350,000 investment in the renovation 
of our Senior/Community Center.  The 
renovations will include a new roof, 
flooring, windows, doors, exterior 
enhancements and a complete 
reconfiguring of the interior to 
relocate the kitchen area and expand 
the banquet/seating areas.  New 
bathrooms and a kitchen serving bar 
as well as a dance floor area is also 
planned as part of the renovations.  
Work has begun and we anticipate 
completion by July.

Finally, I would like to remind each 
of you to start or continue to take 
advantage of our “Shop Somerdale” 
program which helps our local 
businesses while providing you an 
opportunity to save on your property 
tax bill.  There is an updated Shop 
Somerdale listing in this newsletter 
and I encourage you to use your 
card whenever possible.  If you lost 
your card or need additional cards 
for family members, please contact 
Michele, our Borough Clerk and she 
will make sure you get a new one.  If 
you are a business owner in town, our 
program is also available to all of your 
employees, whether they live in town 
or outside our community.  They too 
can save and benefit from this unique 
program!

I hope each of you have a safe and 
fun-filled spring and summer!  I look 
forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
events and town meetings.

The Mayor’s Corner

Gary J. Passanante

On Saturday, March 26th, Mayor Gary Passanante and Borough 
Council officially cut the  ribbon for Pet Value, the newest edition 
to CooperTowne Center. Pet Value offers a wide variety of pet foods, 
snacks and supplies for your furry friend as well as bath stations.
 

Mayor Passanante, Miss Somerdale 2016 Haley Buechele and volunteers 
were on hand to help some of the puppies from The Animal Orphanage 
find their furr-ever family.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
2016 CALENDAR

April

Opening Day for Somerdale Baseball & Softball- Saturday, the 16th

Parade begins at Sterling High School at 9:45 am 

and ends at the SBSA complex

Earth Day Celebration-Saturday, 23rd (rain date the 24th) 

At the Community Center at 10am. See page 8 for details.

May

Memorial Day Parade – Monday, May 30th

10 am Parade starting at Sterling High School 

Ending at the Raws Tait VFW on Kennedy Boulevard 

Memorial Ceremony to Follow

June 

Somerdale Tour de Fish Bike Race

Saturday, June 25th 9 am to 3 pm along Kennedy Boulevard

(start and finish lines are in front of Flying Fish)

August

National Night Out –August 2nd

More information and details to follow! 

Concert Series at CooperTowne Center

Every Wednesday in August

3rd, 10, 17th, 24th, 31st at 6:30 pm (no rain dates)

September 

Somerdale Day on Kennedy Boulevard –Saturday, September 10th 

10 am – 4 pm (rain date is Sunday, September 11th)

Flying Fish 5K Race beginning at 10 am 

October

Town Wide Yard Sale – Saturday, October 1st  

Rain date is Sunday, October 5th • Call ext. 1300 or 3300 to register

November 

Miss Somerdale Pageant at Sterling High School –

Saturday, November 19th  at 7 pm

December

Christmas Tree Lighting at Borough Hall – Wednesday, Dec. 7th at 7 pm

(rain date Thursday, December 8th at 7 pm) 

Borough Contacts
Hours:  Monday – Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

2nd Thursday of the Month 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM

Construction Office – Monday – Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
2nd Thursday of the Month 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM

	
Court Sessions – Tuesday 5:30 pm – please call for exact date & time

Regular Meetings: 

Council Work Session - Every Monday 6PM (if needed)

Caucus - 2nd Thursday of the month, 6PM

Council - 2nd Thursday of the month, 7:30PM

Planning/Zoning Board - Last Wednesday of the month, 7PM

Municipal Clerk		  856 783-6320 x 3300

Council			   856 783-6320 x 3300

Construction Office			   856 783-4629 x 1500

Finance Officer		  856 783-6320 x 1600

Fire Prevention Bureau		  856 783-6320 x 2100

Mayor’s Office 		  856 783-6320 x 1700

Municipal Court		  856 783 0958 x 2200

Nuisance Officer 	 856 783-6320 x 2100

Police Department	 856 783-4900

Police Department Records			   856 428-6320 x 2500

Public Works		  856 783-4648

Tax Assessor		  856 783-6320 x 1400

Tax Collector		  856 783-6320 x 1200

Vital Statistics		 856 783-6320 x 1300 or x 3300

Zoning Officer		 856 783-6320 x 1100

Mayor Gary J. Passanante
gpassanante@somerdale-nj.com

Council President David Alexander
dalexander@somerdale-nj.com

Councilman George C. Ehrmann
gehrmann@somerdale-nj.com

Councilman Larry Sefchick
lsefchick@somerdale-nj.com

Councilman Edward Kain
ekain@somerdale-nj.com

Councilwoman Jennifer McQuaid
jmcquaid@somerdale-nj.com

Councilman James Perry
jperry@somerdale-nj.com

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
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SOMERDALE NEIGHBORHOOD
& BUSINESS WATCH

We look out for each other

To join your Neighborhood Watch Contact

Deputy Chief James Walsh
428-6324 X 2700

Neighborhoodwatch@somerdale-nj.com

businesswatch@somerdale-nj.com

HEAR IT    SEE IT    REPORT IT 

Non-Emergency Number 856-783-4900

ANY SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOR, CALL 911

The Somerdale Democrat Committee 
is seeking new members

We are a nonprofit organization founded in 2003.

As an organization we foster good government through open 
communications, participating in numerous community 

celebrations and events.

We support our Democrat candidates for local, 
County and State offices.

Meetings are held monthly to share ideas, 
information and friendships.

We have a scholarship, donate to the VFW Memorial Day 
event, St. Baldrick’s foundation and provide awards for 

outstanding Somerdale students.

We meet every third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm 
at the Warwick Tavern. 

400 S. Warwick Rd. Somerdale, NJ 08083.

For more information contact
Deb Giordano, President at 856-495-6551

Somerdale Fire 
Department

So far its been a quiet first quarter of the year. We have answered 77 
calls and have put in over 1500 hours of training in 2016.

We have been spending much time in readying our newest truck. It 
is a Cascade and Lighting truck. It was purchased from a department 
in Ohio late last year. We have since spent numerous hours adapting 
the truck for our uses  and up grades that we have added. This new 
truck replaces an 1982 truck, which served us well but is past its 
prime and needed to be replaced.

As always, we are looking for new members for the Department. You 
must be 18 years of age to become a Senior member or 16 to become 
a Junior member. Stop by the Fire Hall any Monday evening to 
check us out and pick up an application.

The members would like too thank everyone who purchased Easter 
Flowers from us during our annual Flower Sale. We sold out do to 
your continued support. Again, Thank You !!!

Coming, Saturday, April 23rd.

A Night of Comedy
The Somerdale Fire Department is hosting a Comedy Show

Doors open at 7:30 PM. Beef and Beer at 8:00 PM
Comedy Show at 9:00 PM

call 856-229-5754 for more info
$30 Donation per person
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SOMERDALE PARK SCHOOL 
“NEWS” - SPRING 2016

Spring has finally arrived and with it brings the excitement of warmer weather and the 
Somerdale Park School’s Spring events.  So much has happened over the last couple 
of months at the Park. Here are just a few events that have taken place since our last 
newsletter.  Our students have participated in several fundraisers to help the community, 
the Cat in the Hat came to visit for “Read Across America”, the PTA sponsored many fun 
events, we had our DARE Graduation and the National Junior Honor Society had their 
Induction Ceremony.  We would like to congratulate all of the current and new members 
inducted in the NJHS.  

The school’s Drama Club just performed its theatrical production of “The Ever After”, on 
March 16, 2016.  The Drama Club transformed the stage this year into a “cheesy” talk show.  
The hosts of the talk show invited traditional fairy tale characters that have been estranged 
for 20 years to reconcile on live television. Snow White, the Evil Queen, and the Magical 
Mirror worked out their issues, with a little help from Jiminy Cricket.   Jiminy has been 
working as an occupational therapist.  The talk show had questions from obnoxious studio 
audience members and hilarious infomercials for fairy tale products. The actors had a great 
time practicing for the play and did a fantastic job.  Thank you to Mrs. Reeder for a job well 
done.  Our annual 8th Grade Auction and Talent Show will be held on April 8, 2016. This 
event helps to raised money for the 8th grade class in order to fund their trip and dinner 
dance.  The Talent Show is a fun night to come out and see all of our talented students 
perform.  Finally, our chorus and band students will be holding their Spring Concert on 
May 24, 2016 and it will be a great night of music for all to enjoy.

This year was a good year for the Somerdale Cavaliers Boys Basketball Team.  The boy’s 
team finished with an overall 14-3 record (11-3 league record).  The Cavaliers were 
undefeated in The Camden County Elementary League Colonial Division, going 8-0 
within the division.  The Cavaliers ended the season winning their first ever Colonial 
Division Title.  The Cavaliers made it to the playoffs before falling short to Berlin 45-42.  
The Cavaliers were led by a great group of eighth graders including:  Myles Williams, Jacob 
Klehamer, JaQwan Lewis, Kalon Cellobero, James Ingram, Isaiah Berry, Gavin Clarke, and 
Emmanuel Quezcada.  The Lady Cavs had a tough start but their overall record was 5-9.  
The girls were 7th in the league and suffered a loss in the first round of playoffs.  The Lady 
Cavs have 4 players graduating this year. Kelsey Fisher, Nikki Matsinger, Treasure Yeldell 
and Gabby Panetta will be greatly missed.  We wish them luck as they move on to Sterling 
High School.  

The Baseball and Softball season is upon us and soon the teams will be out on the field.  The 
list of games and directions are located on our website so please come out and support our 
students.  Somerdale Park School will be busy the last couple of months of this school year 
so remember to check out our website for more information.  Some events to look forward 
to in May and June are: Renaissance Wildwood Trip, 8th Grade Dinner Dance and 8th 
Grade Graduation.  

Statewide PARCC Testing will take place the week of May 9, 2016 and due to our updated 
technology in the classrooms we are well prepared.  The test is computer based, our students 
now familiar with working on tablets so PARCC testing should be a smooth process.  
Remember that it is very important the students get plenty of rest and eat breakfast on 
PARCC testing days so they can do their best.  

In closing, if at any time you have questions concerning the school or our educational 
programs, or you would like to schedule a visit to our school, please don’t hesitate to contact 
either myself, Dr. Dennis Vespe, Superintendent/Principal, or Mr. Jarod Claybourn, Vice-
Principal. 

GO CAVS!

Somerdale Baseball and Softball Opening Day 
is Saturday April 16th. 

Parade will start at Sterling High at 9:00 am and proceed to 
the SBSA Complex located at Dartmouth & Hilltop.  National 

Anthem this year will be sung by the Sterling Silvertones.
 

Tickets will also be on sale for the 
SBSA Annual Fundraiser at Hi Nella Bar & Grill.

 
Please come out and enjoy all the games and festivities on April 16th!
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Dear Neighbors:

Hope this time of year finds all of you healthy and happy!!

Late night car burglaries are again popping up in various sections of town and in 
surrounding communities.

With the warm weather this seems to be more prevalent, especially when more 
people tend to leave their vehicles unlocked or windows down. 

All auto break-ins usually have one thing in common: there was something left 
in the car worth stealing. Most larcenies from cars are “crimes of opportunity” 
that could be prevented by taking some preventative steps.

Do not leave valuables in your vehicle: You would be surprised how often this 
happens, but individuals leave valuable items in plain sight all the time. If you 
leave items in your vehicle and they are visible, the chances your vehicle will get 
broken into increase greatly. 

Place items out of sight BEFORE reaching your destination: Someone may be 
watching when you put your valuables under a seat or in the trunk. The moment 
you leave your vehicle, a thief could break into it. This happens at times at LA 
Fitness when women put their purse in the trunk upon arriving at the parking 
lot. So place those items in a safe place before you get to the park, beach, 
baseball game, etc. Valuable items that thieves target are GPS units, MP3 players, 
credit cards, money, packages and so forth. If you cannot take the items with 
you, secure them in a safe place in your vehicle, like a locked glove compartment 
or your trunk. 

Avoid leaving packages or shopping bags out in the open: Lock them into 
your trunk, if you have to leave the vehicle unattended. Never open a trunk, fill it 
full of valuables, close it, and then just walk away. 

Lock ALL of your vehicle’s doors: This is true even if you plan on only being 
gone for just a second. Remember, it only takes seconds to steal items from your 
car. It is not uncommon, for thieves to walk down row of parked vehicles, looking 
for unlocked doors. Also, make sure car windows are not left open. 

Park in busy, well-lit areas: Pick a parking spot where there is a lot of activity. 
Auto thieves prefer breaking into cars in isolated areas. 

Do not leave a trace: Do not leave any sign that there might be valuables “out 
of sight” in your vehicle. For example: the suction cup on your dashboard, might 
tell thieves, that you have a GPS system in your vehicle. 

Leave nothing in plain view: Very few auto break-ins are random. The thieves 
usually see something out in the open or hints of possible hidden valuables. 

Alarms or anti-theft devices work: Thieves are usually looking for the easiest 
target. If your car has an alarm, it could act as a deterrent. But do not make this 
common mistake: Just because you have an alarm, doesn’t mean thieves won’t 
break-in, IF you leave valuable items in plain sight. 

Do not leave spare keys in your vehicle: An experienced thief knows all the 
hiding places. Store spare keys elsewhere, possibly your wallet or purse. 

Report suspicious activity or suspicious people: If you see something that 
gives you that funny feeling…report it so we can check it out. Most times you 
were right. If not, no problem, people will know we are in your neighborhood.

See it, Hear it, Report it.

If you have any questions concerning this article or any other matter, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at somerdalepd@somerdale-nj.com.

FROM THE DESK OF POLICE CHIEF 
ANTHONY CAMPBELL

Yours truly,
Chief Anthony R. Campbell

Residential Electric
Savings Program

In 2014, the borough’s Governing Body took steps to prepare us to “bid” 
an aggregated (consolidated) electric supply for our residents.  We held 
a town meeting and the concept was overwhelmingly endorsed by 
everyone in our packed meeting room.

Following that meeting, we initiated a bid for our PSE&G residents 
and after receiving the bids, determined that the savings were not 
substantive enough to warrant awarding a contract.  Since that time, we 
have been monitoring the cost of electric and waiting for the best time 
to once again go out for bid.

You probably already have realized that electric has dropped to an all-
time low for many reasons.  Our experts now tell us that we may realize 
solid long-term savings for our Atlantic City Electric households as the 
cost of electric is expected to increase in the near future.  We are also 
looking at the electric cost for our PSE&G households but the savings 
are not as great at this time.

Consequently, we are preparing to go out for bid in conjunction 
with some other municipalities for our Atlantic City Electric based 
households in the hope that we may achieve as much as a 10% savings 
for our residents.  As always, should the savings be nominal, we will not 
proceed and if we believe that similar savings for our PSE&G households 
are evident, we will also bid that group as well.

If you have forgotten how the program works or are a newer resident 
in our community, please go to website and scroll down on the home 
page.  You will find a link on the program that will play a short video 
where I and our consultant explain how the program works.

Also, we will be sending out additional information as we proceed with 
the bid process to keep you well informed.  I would like to close by 
reminding you that the borough makes no money on the program.  It 
is designed to pass all savings directly to you through reduced energy 
costs by bulk purchasing (as a consolidated group) energy on behalf of 
our residents.

We are happy to offer this option to you and hope that it will result in 
savings for all of our residents. 
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White Horse Chiropractic Center
Stanley B. Piltin, D.C., F.A.C.O.

B o a r d  C e r t i � e d  C h i r o p ra c t i c  O r t h o p e d i s t

722 S. White Horse Pike, Somerdale
856-784-5700

Named Top Doc by New Jersey Monthly Magazine 2014 - 2015

Serving the community since 1982

www.whitehorsechiropractic.com
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Our Youth Shine for The 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Food Drive 2016
On January 16th the Somerdale Human Relations Commission held it’s annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. Present were the Boy Scouts from Troop 
122, students from Somerdale Park School, and newly crowned Miss Somerdale, 
Haley Beuchele. Also in attendance were members from The Human Relations 
Commission, members from the Park Ave. Community Church Food Pantry, 
Jeremy Bloomquest from Danzeisen &Quigley, Scout Leaders, and parents. 
With the help of our local business’s, Flying Fish Brewery, Somerdale Cold Cuts, 
Franklin Trailers, and our own Borough Hall, the food drive was a huge success. 
All of the food collected goes to the Park Ave. Community Church Food Pantry 
to help feed the many people in our community in need of assistance. 

A special thank you to Amy Flynn and Susan Ratajski who are teachers at 
Somerdale Park School that work with the students to help them understand 
the importance of being a part of their community and helping others. We 
would also like to thank Kelly and Maurice Stout and Helen VanDusen for their 
time and effort in working with the Boy Scouts. A big part of scouting is working 
within your community and our scouts always step up to the challenge. Thank 
you to all of those who participated in our Martin Luther King Jr. day of service.

The Somerdale Human Relations Commission would like to extend an offer to 
anyone who would like volunteer to help out at the Park Avenue Community 
Church Food Pantry to contact; Pastor Glenn Marshall @ 856-435-0309.

Volunteers help to make
our community a great place to live. 

Walmart + Feeding America – 
Fight Hunger Campaign

Our Walmart is currently participating in a nationwide “Fight 
Hunger, Spark Change” program.  Between March 28th and April 
25th, participating items purchased, donations collected at the 

register, and online acts of support will help secure meals on 
behalf of Feeding America® member food banks.

Hunger is closer than you think. 1 in 7 Americans struggles with 
hunger. Help us raise awareness of hunger in America. Even the 

smallest action can make a big difference.
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Physical Therapy Health & Fitness

www.FastTrackPTnj.com
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KIMBERLY A. WILSON, ESQ.

24 N. White Horse Pike
Somerdale, NJ 08083

wilson.schroedinger@comcast.net

856-783-4440

Specializing in consumer bankruptcy,
loan modi�cations, real estate &
seeking personal injury, worker’s 

compensation and disability clients.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Operating Hours – Monday to Friday 7:30 to 4:00 
(Summer Hours 6:30am-2:30pm) • 856-783-4648

SPRING CLEAN UP – spring clean up will begin on/about April 1ST. The leaf-vac will 
be out once a week through Friday April 29th. At the end of spring clean up the leaf-vac 
will not be out until late October. Rake leaves to curb. Leaves must be free of debris, no 
trash, pet waste, brush/branches, etc. State Law requires all debris to be a minimum of 10 
feet from any storm inlet.

VEGETATIVE RECYCLING – Veg waste will be collected starting Tuesday May 3rd 
and continue every Tuesday through the last Tuesday in September. Collection will be every 
Tuesday except after a Monday holiday, collection will be the next scheduled Tuesday. All 
waste must be  in open containers with handles and drain holes or biodegradable paper 
bags. NO PLASTIC BAGS!!

BRUSH/TREE BRANCHES – all tree work performed by a contractor must be removed 
by the contractor. The borough will remove brush/branches trimmed by the homeowner. It 
must be four (4) foot long or longer with a diameter no larger than six (6) inches. Brush/
branches will be collected every Wednesday (weather permitting). All cut ends MUST be 
facing the same direction stacked at the curb. All stumps and logs are the homeowner’s 
responsibility to have removed. A maximum of 20 minutes will be spent at any one stop, 
time permitting we will return at the end of the day or the next scheduled day for pick-up. 
Vines, sticker bushes and other shrubbery not a minimum of four (4) foot long or longer 
must be bundled and tied or in containers for removal with the regular trash collection on 
Wednesday.

CALL (811) BEFORE YOU DIG  – Homeowners, you MUST call for utility mark-outs 
before digging on your property.  Please notify NJ One Call at 811 or 1-800-272-1000 
to get all utilities located to avoid the chance of hitting a line while digging, It’s the Law. 

TIRES – All tires must be removed from the rims. Two tires may be placed in with your 
regular trash for collection, the rim will be collected with the bulky metal pick-up on 
Wednesday. 

LATEX PAINT – To dispose of latex paint, open can & let dry thoroughly, then place in 
with regular trash. (Paint cans are not recyclable). No oil based paints, solvents, Thinners, or 
stains of any kind are to be placed in the trash, these are considered Hazardous Waste and 
must be disposed of properly.

PROPANE TANKS- The public works department cannot pick-up your old tanks. They 
are considered Hazardous Waste and must be disposed of properly. They can be taken to an 
authorized propane dealer and exchanged for a full tank or they may be taken to one of the 
county hazardous waste collections. 

PROHIBITED DISPOSAL – The disposal of grease or toxic or hazardous materials via 
the sewer system shall be prohibited.

PROHIBITED CONNECTIONS – The use of the sanitary sewer system for the 
following is prohibited, and under no circumstances will any of the following be connected 
to the system directly or indirectly, and any such existing connections are hereby prohibited 
and shall be removed forthwith;

	 Sump pumps			   Cellar drains
	 Garbage and disposals		  Downspouts
	 Developer’s cellar pits		  Foundation underdrains
	 Floor drains			   Area or Yard drains
	 Equipment drains			   Conductors
	 A/C Equipment			   Stormwater inlets
	 Catch basins			   Leaders

The department of public works will start their summer hours of operation on Monday 
May 23rd  & continue through the last week of September 2016. The operating hours 

will be 6:30am – 2:30pm Monday –Friday.

Honor A Veteran
Order your Memorial Day Wreaths
Now at Somerdale Raws Tait V.F.W. 

Located on Kennedy Boulevard • $15.00 each

The wreaths will be placed in
front of the monument during the 
Memorial Day Service on

Monday, May 30th 
Parade will begin at 10 am

at Sterling High School
For more information, please call the VFW at 

784.8792

Somerdale Raws Tait V.F.W. 
Located on Kennedy Boulevard, 

Is looking for new members!
For more information, please call the VFW at 

784.8792
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Our mission is to glorify God by lifting up Jesus Christ and 
proclaiming the Gospel. 

 Sunday worship 9:30 a.m.     Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
(856) 783-5445 • fpcos@comcast.net 

On the web: fpcos.us • On Facebook: fpcosnj
142 West Somerdale Road, Somerdale, NJ  08083

UPCOMING SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS:

• Sunday 6/5/16 9:30 a.m. - Spring Choir concert

• Saturday 6/11/16 Noon – 2 p.m. - Strawberry Festival

• Sunday 6/12/16 9:30 a.m. - Children’s Sunday

CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR UPDATED INFORMATION ON:

• Vacation Bible School: CAVES. 7/18 – 7/22/16 9a – 12N

• Alpha Program: to resume in the January

• Cornerstone Nursery School: registration for fall

First Presbyterian
Church of Somerdale

MEMBERS NEEDED
JOIN TODAY

	
SOMERDALE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Somerdale Office of Emergency Management 
exists to serve the emergency needs of the 

community whether it is a natural disaster, major 
storm system, long-term power outages, chemical or 

hazardous material incident or terrorist threat.

For more information contact John O’Leary

Somerdale Emergency Management Coordinator at 
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Little Known Facts about Somerdale 
EXCERPTS FROM THE BOOK  -  Taverns, Farms & Hamlets of Somerdale

By Martin C. Hansen
CHAPTER 3:  ANTHONY WARWICK – BENEFACTOR

The New Jersey Archives indicate that Abraham 
Warwick and Rebeckah Britton were married on 
December 29, 1750 in Upper Freehold Burlington 
County.  There be but three Warwicks listed in 
the Archives, and their chronological sequence 
infers that Anthony Warwick, who was married to 
Elizabeth Crawford at Glocester on October 5, 1775, 
was the son of Abraham.
    
The caption of an old document dated October 
31, 1796, reads as follows, “A private road from the 
land that leads from the Egg Road Thos. Brarington.”  
Details of the preamble shows that, “At a meeting 
at the dwelling house of Anthony Warwick; John 
Day, Jeremiah Woods, Jno Blackwood, and Ephraim 
Tomlinson, duly appointed surveyors of Waterford, 
Gloucester Town and Gloucester Township laid out a 
road thirty feet wide.”
    
The dwelling house with the initials “A” and “E” over 
the letter “W” with the date 1794 fashioned with 
black brick of the Eastern wall, which formerly stood 
in the grass plot in front of Sterling High School, was, 
in fact, the dwelling house of Anthony Warrick.
    
There was no written history of this house in 
1962, when the board of education had it moved 
southward to the north side of Signey Run to the 
property of young Larry Dobbs who occupied it 
until he and his family moved to Medford. Shortly 
after removal the house was allegedly rented to a 
group of students from Glassboro state collage 
whose carelessness led to a fire, which left little, but 
the walls standing.
     
Shortly thereafter these remains were demolished 
and pushed into the Signey Run ravine. The Hi-Nella 
Inn now stands on the site. While the Warrick 1794 
house has been lost, there still remains standing 
another Warrick house located farther up Warrick 
road, just before mildred avenue.  This house, which 
is still occupied in my opinion may have been the 
original Warrick homestead.
    
Anthony Warrick is considered by this writer to 
be the first citizen whose vision, enterprise and 
ambition have left the most lasting impression 
on our area during these two centuries of our 
independence.  
    
The misspelling in “Prowells” History of Camden 
County 1886, which produced “Anthony Warrich, 
and the extension of his road to Haddonfield which 
led to the vulgate “Warwick Road” has led to the loss 
of this name from our area.
    
In the year of our Bicentennial the slight to our 
distinguished predecessor should have been 
corrected officially by Municipal and County 
resolutions and appropriate changes in street maps, 
records and signs should have occurred promptly 
thereafter.

The student of agricultural history will find much of 
interest in “Prowells’ History” which makes Warrick’s 
discovery of the use of potash its first note in the 
agricultural section as follows, “Anthony Warrich, a 
farmer near Chews Landing, owned large tracts of 
timberland and sent cord wood and lumber to the 
Philadelphia market from his landing at the head of 
Navegation on the north branch of Timber Creek.  
A brick maker of the City, with whom he dealt, 
offered to load, free of cost, one of his vessels with 
wood ashes if framer would take them away from 
encumbrancing his brick yard.  The farmer finally 
consented and the ashes were landed on his wharf, 
and his sons hauled this valuable fertilizer to a field 
where it was spread on land which corn was to be 
planted.  The effect was magical and people came 
from far and near to see the result; for as much 
corn was raised by that process on five acres thus 
fertilized as previously had grown on twenty acres 
of the same kind of land.  The brick makers, brewers 
and foundryman had no trouble thereafter in 
disposing of this troublesome commodity, and in 
fact, soon began to reap a revenue from it. 
    
A serious study of the Warrwick Road dedication, 
viewing the lines of on old map, and, on site 
observations of present tree growth will lead to the 
determination of the original Warrick Road south of 
Signey Run (referred to as Seganyo Run in 1796).
    
The beginning of this road, “the road that leads from 
the Egg Harbor Road to Joseph Borton’s Mill” is now 
commonly referred to as Laurel Road.  The specific 
point of beginning was located by a buttonwood 
tree which stood just N.E. of John F. Kennedy 
Hospital toward White Horse Pike.  The alignment 
of this old road still is evident in the short section 
of Grand Avenue in Stratford which is further 
extended by the line of trees on the east side of St. 
Luke’s Church.  At Vasser Avenue this line changes to 
a northwardly direction proceeding behind Samuel 
Yellin School to a point where it again changes to 
a north westward direction to cross a low point at 
Signey Run (nee Seganyo Run).  The rest of the road 
still appears to be in its original position.
    
It should be noted that Signey Run, as it is called 
today, was in 1796 called Seganyo Run.  According 
to Frank H. Stewart’s “Notes on Old Gloucester 
County” on the third day of December, 1712, a road 
“commonly called Irish Road” from Porters Mill to  
Gloucester crossed over Sheyanees Run.  The New 
Jersey Archives of Colonial Documents, page 678, 
under date 1708 April 28, describes 240 acres “on 
a small run emptying into the north branch of 
Timber Creek alias Gloucester River opposite to the 
Indian or Sheganees’ Field. . .”  This analogy, while 
providing us with all of the respective names of 
one stream, also reveals the name of the subtribe 
of Indians who formerly lived here. 
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Trash Contract 
It has been three years since we contracted with Republic Services for our trash removal.  
The contract will expire in June 2016 and consequently we are writing new bid specs and 
will go out for bid in April/May.  As part of the bid preparation, we are evaluating options 
currently available to reduce cost and streamline the collection process.

Recently, trash haulers have greatly improved their equipment allowing them to utilize the 
same trucks for both manual and automated trash collection.  We have reviewed the results 
of other recent municipal bids and have seen trash collection bids that offer significant 
savings when switched from all manual collections to a combination of automated & 
manual collection.

Therefore, we are bidding this new three year contract with the provision that bidders 
provide both all manual and automated/manual collection options.  We are also requiring 
that bidders are capable of utilizing trash trucks that run on compressed natural gas as 
opposed to diesel or gasoline.  This is a much more environmentally conscience alternative 
and earns our community sustainable energy points in our efforts to become bronze 
certified.

Should we opt to convert to an automated/manual trash collection solution, specific trash 
containers must be utilized to accommodate the trash truck equipment and processes.  
Streets that are not conducive to a safe and efficient automated process will continue to 
be serviced manually as we do at the current time. The borough will acquire the initial 
trash cans and will provide one to each household at no cost for those residents that will 
be receiving automated trash collection services.    You will be required to place your trash 
receptacle at the curb line with no vehicles blocking access to the trash can from the street.

There are two trash container sizes, 64 gallon and 96 gallon with the larger unit estimated 
to accommodate trash storage for a family of 5.  The smaller units are targeted for smaller 
family sizes and seniors, but each resident, regardless of your family scenario will initially 
receive the larger receptacle.  If the smaller receptacle is preferred, public works will 
exchange the can at your request once you have received the first, larger receptacle.  

The borough will allow residents who believe their trash storage needs exceed one 
container, the ability to purchase an additional container at our reduced volume costs 
that will be determined as part of the bid process.  Generally speaking, the containers 
range from $50 to $70 per can depending on the size and bulk quantity we purchase.  The 
receptacles are guaranteed for 10 years, are quite sturdy and much larger than you may 
think.  Samples are available for your viewing at the borough and this photo depicts the 
two sizes that would be available.  We will receive, as part of the bid package, firm prices 
on the receptacles which will be part of our decision making process concerning the actual 
savings of automation versus manual collection.

Should the borough receive bids that result in reasonable savings by converting to the 
automated option, we would most likely begin the process by awarding a contract in 
June (prior to the expiration of our current contract on June 30th).  At this time, we do not 
know what the lead time would be on purchasing the receptacles and implementing the 
program but I wanted to provide adequate notice to each of you so that you would not 
invest in your own replacement trash receptacles (should you be planning to do so) as they 
would not be useable for automation purposes.  Therefore, I suggest that you wait until 
after the end of June for any new trash receptacle purchase to give us time to go through 
the bid process and make a final determination.

Once we know whether automation is financially beneficial through the receipt of bids, 
we will post our decision to our website and have a follow up article in the summer 
newsletter.  In the meantime, feel free to stop by the borough and check out the sample 
trash receptacles.  

One last note, we will have a choice for the color of the trash receptacles so do not assume 
that the sample green receptacles will be the same color for our community.  And finally, 
we are not currently offering or selling these containers as we must wait until we receive 
the bid results and make a final decision.

As always, we welcome your feedback and hope that you recognize our continued efforts 
to control costs and provide better service to our community as a whole.
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On behalf of 
Tony Sopranos Pizza 

of Somerdale 
we would like to apologize 

for the road work that will be 
going on for the next six to 

eight weeks on Maiden Lane. 
It will be unrecognizable 

when it's done and there will 
be smooth roads with plenty 

of parking. We realize it will be 
an inconvenience to our 

customers and wanted to 
express our appreciation for 

your patience. From our family 
to yours have a great summer.
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